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SER MON 


Preach'd before the 


KING 


The firſt. Sunday of Advent. 166 "F 


Mat, 21, Ver. 9. 


Hoſanna to the Son of David, bleſſed 3s be that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord, boſanna in the higheſt, 


mime Heſe words are the Acclamation 
m3. of the people , at. our Saviours 

CE cntcring in Triumph into Zeru- 
STE ſalcm ,' and. part of the Goſpel 

4 ” appointed for this Day, the firſt 

| Wy Diyof the Garches Year,as ap- 
rs rs by the Cicle or Round of Callefts begun this 
Jay. Chriſtians,with good reaſon;obſerving yearly, 
A 2 double 


c dY 
'— double ſort of year, an Ecclefiaſtical from the Ad- 
vent of our Saviour.as well as a Civil from the Re- 


turn of the Sun. For the Times and Seaſons of the 


Church are meaſured,her ſpiritual Growths foſter- 
ed,not by the Sun in the Firmament, but by the. Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, not by Planetary Motions or In- 


fluences, but by the: Star of Facob, whoſe Dawn, 


or Riſing upon the World we at this time ſolem- 
nize._. 


Advent do's'not imply that Chriſt is come, but 


coming ; not his Preſence, but his Approach ; 
Chriſtmas is the high Celebrity of his aftual Arri- 
val, this day only reports - and noyſes abroad his 


drawing near. Advent is to Chriſtmas, as John was: 
to the Goſpel, vox clamantis, the Herald or Harbin - 


ger that made way forit'; 'ſo Advent is the Harbin- 
ger to make way for he Queen-feaſt ro ſucceed 
with more-Majeſty , Royal Perſonages not only ha- 
ving Followers, bur- La ore-runners. for greater 
State, PE. 

But how comes the Church: to make choice of 
one of the laſt Paſſages of Chriſts Life, to prockim 
his firſt-comink inco- the Wold? the Seaſon of his 


Paffion, 'to- introduce the'Time/of his! Nativity? 


Becauſe this caming, of Chriſt 11 Triumph-into 


Feruſalem: 


- 
mn”, ONES ach, 
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1m; ſhews him who he was ,\ to\be- aKing; 
hh "MY |butnam'>and fi diatbiorBiith 5 at 
kis:Nariviry. he' was bur" defightd-to:th&\Grawn of 
Jrael, but here he is ſeen in the Throne ; his Star 
ſhone then ; but 'his Majeſty: now-3;:the Sages and 
Aftrologers could-only avithar rims diſcover tlie 
King, but the People here could pronounce him to 
be the. Son of David, and-rejoyce in their Soveraign. 
Apain;; this laſt coming of Chriſt was /more' imme- 
diately to do thewill of God;and perfe&the Work of 
Mans: ſalvation ; and accordingly Saint Paulaſcribes 
to 'ir,. by way. of excellence and eminence,. Heb. 7; 
the fulfilling of that prophecy ;':Then ſaid] Lo 
come t0 dothy will, O God. Chriſt dids the Will of God - 
inthe whole Courſe of his Life, but at:the Time of 
his Death he accompliſht ir. And theChurch'icould 


not {cleft a more- proper portion: of. Scripture to- 


uſher in his Birth, or cotake off the Prejudices of the 


 Poyerty and Infirmiry, ſeen | init; to convert, I ſay, 
he'Stable:into-a Palace ;: rodiſcloſe a helpleſs.In- 


Fingto be the' Oriniporent Son'of God;than this that 
makes both ends of Chriſts Life meet ; that/joyns 
theScepterto' the:Cradlle 3" rhe: Tring} rothe Na- 
tivity : the wordSof' the Angel; :Lake 2. 11. Vito 
Jou z born this diff _—_ of Dizvid;a Saviour.which 

is 


(4 = 2 
inmy. Texr,i Hoſaiia to the Son of David, h is ('$ 
that: 'Rnnh: Sr0be os ofa the Lad, farnwt in athe 
High 

.- BY nay bbfnei in whe words'theſe two Generil 
- Parts,” Chriſts' Entrance, And the, Feoplds Re- 
ception of . him. | 

In Chriſts Entrance cheſe Gor Particulars. 

Firſt,-Who it is that cometh, the Perſon here 
ſpoken of, the Son of David. 

Secondly, For what he cometh-, his Parpols, 
which is more clearly ———_ at v.5. 70 declare 
himſelf to be the King of Iſrael. | 7 

Thirdly, How he cometh, 6t the Manner and E- 
quipage of his —_— It was In "0 and State, 
as 1s ſeen verſes 7, 8. 

Fourthly, From: whom he cometh, or his Com- 
miflion, He cometh in the Name of the Lord, 

The Peoples: Receptionpf him is with joytul 
Acclamations. Hoſamna ta the Son of David, bleſſed 
is hethat cometh in the Name of the Lord, Ogfeine] inthe 
higheſt. 
Firſt, Who it is that cometh ; the Perſon by 

ſpoken of, 2he Son of David. | 


T "* was the whole Cities Queſtion at verſe 10"), 
And 


_* 
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- Ati when be came into Ferufalem> all.the-City was;mos 
wed. faxing, Wha this Bio Ggd had ſhewed/ir bes 


fare.aur' of the thouthedof Babes and-Sucklings; ve- 
ry Children, properly ſo call:d,and of the- paar ig- 
norant Peopleywho were as Ghildren,/Thair fUnders 
ſtandings wetefirſt enligliten'd;;; their-Fongnes-in- 
truſted ta:declareand. welcome Ghriſt,as the Son of 
Dauid che Mefliah and Saviour of the World;:' And 
this 15 moſt commonly the Method! of God Almigh= 
ty in makibg himftlf known untomien ;-that' which 
he hides from the Wiſe and Learhed,he reveals-un- . 
to the-Simple and Lowly.: The Holy:\Spiririfor the 
moſt'ipart taking up hid Inne;: as wiſe Travdlers do 
theirs, not the faireſt. and-moſt frequented, but the 
more-- private retir'd ; where though-there's leſs 
Magniticence, there' ;alfolels Pride, and more Ac- 
commodationand Regard, Sohere he paſſes by the 
Potent Prieſt and Pharifee,fill'd with Ambition,and 
the: conceir of their own. SanGiity:and 'Knowledge, 
pefief&iwith the: love of Riches; - and the like, and 


turns intothe humble;: vacant, difintereſſed Mulri- 


tude,: whoſe Hearts were raſe 2abule; ſo many fair 
Tables wuhgut blurpyichois. Growh, and fr for _ 
9 D. bis#s1: <:d:5 

TIE Quieſtion,0u; f bic? ? Bo; js thi E Was not 


a 


_ 5 
a .queſtion"of Ignorance ;-bur Malice z\of' Poiſohe 
Urinform'd; /but faloff Enyyy\i : Tit Jdikerhacof 
his Countrymen of Nizareb; Now bid? fabri flhus? 
£ not this the Carpenters ſon © They faw his words full 
of Grite,and his works of Wonder] thatald his: Per: 
formances-werettruly -Divitiez /but-becauſe' Foſeph 
was his:reputed Father, and Maryhis Mother, be: 
cauſe his Breeding and Parentaye were not'equal'ro 
the Gloties manifefte@ÞIn him;;:ochey:wouldtnot ho- 
nour” himas a- Propher'z bat 'clioſe rather nor. to 
know him;than to believe in him-; and'to be offend- 
ed atchim;chan'to'confeſle.him.; 4 [Afier the like man- 
nerthe Prieſts and Phariſees here;becauſe ont Lord 
came not ſucha Perſon; and afterſuch a Faſhion; as 
they had fooliſhly fancied , their: Mefliah would 
come amighty Princeanvironwith Armies,pow- 
erful tcopromote themwro KononF andRiches; but'a 
poor Prophet calling them ito the: like Poveres 
and Humility with his own';" to Righteoulheſs,-not! 
to Greatneſs; rotake up the Croſs, and norche Eag 
figns of Magiſtracy , they would not:acknowledge 
him ; but deny'd the Original,becaule it reſembled 
not a falſe Copy ;- rejetted the ErernaÞSon' of God, 
becauſe he was not like the Baſtard Childe of their 
Carnal Brains. ' And, Who «74 26449. fignifies not, 


who 


(7) 
who is this that we have never heard of, or ſeen? 
Or, who is this that uſurps ſuch honours which the 
Scriptures allow to no man, no notto the Meſſuab . 
But, who is this that we abhor ? whois this our A- 
verſion 2 who 1s this that defrauds our ExpeCtati- 
ons ? that grows daily greater, and makes out his 
Pretences in ſpight of our Oppoſition ? 

That Chriſt was to bethe Son of David, to de- 
ſcend of the Seed'and Linage of the ancient Kings 
of Fudah, that God out of the old Stock or Root 
of Jeſſe: which now through length oftime ſeem'd 
decay'd,and doted, ſcare, and dead, would cauſe 
to grow up a branchof Righteoiſneſs to execute Judoment 
end Fuftice inthe Land, was atruth afferted from all 
anciquitte ; And not only Eſay 'and Zeremy, who 
in exprefle terms ſpeak it , bur as Saint Peter ſays, 
all the Prophers bar witneſetoits "And th later 
Dofors in our Saviours daies univerſally allow'd 
the Tradition, as is ſeen by the anſwer of the Pha- 
riſces'to the queſtion our Lord aſked chem con- 
cerning himſelf: What ſayyou of Chrift ? whoſe Son is 
he? And they ſaid, the Son of DavtZ. But then that Chriſt 
was this Sor'of David,” this Branch fo long foretold 
and expedted, thoitfh/ 'his Exrradtion and  Genea- 
logs his words and works, his life ind death, did 

B quadrat 


c ; ) 

quadrat and cloſe with all the Accounts, ; Prediar- 
ons and Tipical Repreſentations of che Meſtahinthe 
| Laigghd: the ſeveral Lines drawn from the -mouths 
of ſo many Prophets of different ages exadly con- 
center'd in his Perſon ; - yet none but the Uifpaiito- 

nate and diſinterreſſed would confeſſe and acknow- 
Tedge ; the Multitude here, - and 'the People again 
elſewhere, or ſome more particularly inſpir 'd, as 
the two blind Men, mention d Matt. 9.27, poor 


Bartinieus, and the like';, who comparing the Mi- 


racles wrought by Chriſt, with the Prophecies that 
went of him, confidencly.made out this truth, - Zeſus 
thou Son.of. David have mercy 0n 44". - 

And here we cannot enough admire the bounty 
of God to his-faithfull Seryants that 'do his will, and 
ſeck him, with. their whole; heart ;-;-whom he does 
not only. blefle and proſper while they are alive, 
but makes. their Names and Memories illuſtrious 
by a renown'd; Poſterity long; after they are dead. 
As he did not ſuffer Davids Soul 20-ſee corruption, 
even in the grayemhere. allchings periſh, [9 neither 


did he. ſuffer his Glory to ſce corruption! after fo. 


mauy:ages, when commonly'all things.areloſt in 


oblivion, but reviy/d.it by.caufing. Chriſtto-Spring 
from his Loines.. Ehriſt, indeed, had: an other: 


higher 


UMI 
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higher and nobler Generation, anEcernal, ſuch as 
no man canideclare ; as the Prophet Efay fayes, 
 Who- can declare his Generation ? This his/Prime-: 
Generation was not from the Will of Man ; bur; 
from the Power of the Spirit ; he took Fleſh of the 
Virgin, butnot by Propagation, but by Adum- 
bration, and the Will of God : And therefore in re- 
ſpe& of any humane Parentage on the Fathers fide, 
he was liken'd to Melchifedec , who is introduc'd in: 
Scriggure withour Parent, without deſcent, with- 
out Genealogy ; for ſoit became him that was to 
be the Preacher of Purity to the World, that his ve- 
ry Generation ſhould be alſo Pure. Yet I fay fo 
much was God pleaſed with the Heroical Vertue 
of David, ſo much was he a Man after his own 
heart, thathe ordained, chat that great Perſon, the 
Second Perſon 1n the Trinity, ſhould be reckon'd. 
ro him as his Iflue; that he that was indeed his Lord, 
as our Saviour alſo alledges as a {trange Event, 
ſhould notwithſtanding become his Son ! he will'd 
that the Son of his own Spirir, ſhould be eſteemed 
che Son of his ſervant ! So true is that which God 
ſpake to Eli of old, -:and:ſo exemplary a doftrine 
toall poſterity, Honorantes me honorabo, thoſe that 
bonour me Iwill honour : (Ye ſee what is doneto him 

B 2 whom 


(10) 
ham. God honaureth, the very Saviour of the 
World counts.it a piece of Nobility and Gentry, 
as I may ſo ſpeak, to derivehis Pedigree from. Da- 
vid. The ſecond Particular I obſerved was, 
The purpoſe of Chriſis coming, to ſhew 
himſelf the Xing of [jracl. 

Thrice a year for three years together, as the 
cuſtome was for all Irael, Chriſt had gon up to 
Feruſalem the chief City of the Fewes, and-yet did 
never make any Overture, never ſhewed any gf 
blance, as if he had been King of the ewes, before 
this laſt time of his entry . Nay hitherto he uſed 
all means to conceal his Title and Pretence, rather 
than to declare it. When they would have made 
him a King, he conveighed himſelf invifibly out of 
the preſſe,and did a Miracle,to avoid an Advance- 
ment, How comes he therefore now voluntarily 
to allume, what before he ſo ſollicitouſly refuſed ? 
How comes he to doa Miracle , that he might ap- 
pear a King,when he formerly did a Miracle not to 
appear one? Aﬀe&s to have a Mounture whereon to 
ride; charms the owners: Spirit that ſhould ſurren- 
der ir,hearing the Lord had need of it;infpiresrhe 
Multitude to proclaim, what he: forbad his Diſciples 
to whiſper ; takes the whole ftate of it upon him, 
affirms 


(21) 

affirms it to Fifate,when he afks him concerning it. 
Affirms it I ſay, though in a Ceremonious way of 
affirmation uſual among the Fewes, Art thou the 
King ofthe Jewes ? Thou ſaiſt it, ſays he, Which was 
as much as if he had anſwered, 1 am indeed thar 
which thou ſayſt. Only he makes here the Que- 
ſtion it ſelf go for the Anſwer, and the Demander 
a{king the cruth, in honour to him, he makes the 
affirming of 1t, as it were alſo, to proceed from 
his mouth. As in the caſe of a negative Anſwer, 
the more Civill among us, choole rather to returne 
an Excule for their diffenting, than a flat No, *: or 
Denial tothe thing that was inquir'd, 

I ſay it was very ſtrange, that Chriſt ſhould thus 
voluntarily afſume that Dignity , which he had ſo 
obſtinarely refuſed : but it was much ſtranger yer, 
that he fhould affume i at the ſeaſon he did, ar 
the Eve to his Paflion , when he began to ſee 5aveg» 
?m TFveqc, the Crofle franding at the door in ex- 
peQance of him! I this a time, ſays the Prophet 
to his ſervant Gehazi, to take money, and to buy Vine- 
yards? when the Lords anger was upon the land, 
and the enemy daily expetted. So was this atime 
to lay claime ro a Kingdom,when a mans Hour of 


Death approachr ? ? To put on the Royall Enfignes, 
when 


when he was to ſuffer as a Criminal ? as if he would 
preſent himſelfro the Executioner ,. after the man-. 
ner the Sacrifices of 61d were brought to the Prieſts, 
with Garlands and gilded Horns. as Salvian {oys, 
Ornatur ad penam, coronatur ad ſupplicium, he was 
inveſted in royal Rabes tobe Crucified, he was 
made a King to ſuffer Death. © This Hour, in the 
Worlds judgment, ' ſo Incongruous to accept a 
Crown, was yet the Seaſon that he 'made chotce of; 

and he refuſed all Advancement , till he was upon 
the point to be lifted. up on the Crofle. But as God 
lays in the Propher, My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

meither are your waies my waies. So we may ſay of 
Chriſts Times and Seaſons, that. they-ſuited and ac- 
corded not with thoſe of men; but he had an Hour 
and Opportunity peculiar antl particular for his 
Attions which differ'd from the Vulgar appreh<n- 
ſion. When his Mother prompted himto turne the 
Water into Wine,My hour, ſays be, is not yet come. A- 
gain when his brethren movy'd him' formerly to go 
up to eruſalem, faith he, Tour time is alwayes, but my 
time 33 n0t alwayes. And the like thing may be ſaid of - 
his Non-acceptance of the Kingdom when the peo- 
ple offer'd it, His Hour for that purpoſe was not yet 
come, He had not fully yer Preach'd the Goſpel 
through 


through the Cities of idea, he had:not clear'd his 
Ticle-co-che' Kingdam by Signs and: Wonders,. ful- 
fill'd the Prophectes that were of him,and the other 
intermediate Works injoyn'd him by the Father ; 
and. he-would not abruptly ſeize; the; Soveraignty,, 
till all was prepar'd for it ; uſurpe it, Trill he had 
made out his Preterice: rule overia people,that knew 
him not to be their Prince ;. and exaGt their obe- 
dience, before.they underſtood his Authority.. But 
when he. had prov d himſelf che Son of God, 
then he firſt declar'd he was che Hetr and Succeflor 
of David; and well height be allow'd to be the 
King. of /rael, when he.had ſhew'd :himlelt co be 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, and all the King-= 
-doms of the World. 

And: this is Gods Method in ruling the World, 
bs does not require from-men, before he. hag given to: 
them;_ he exadts not their Faith; till he: has firſt 
enlighren'd them; .demands-not ein Obedience , 
vill he has raughr chem. his Laws, and-given them 
his.Grace; 'Butafter theſe things if they pay kim- 
not humble and-ready ſubmiſſion, : if his Subjects 
refuſe. yet 29 acknowledge his Dominion, he will 
caule the Rebels, as ris {ke 19. 27. To.beÞrowpht 
oth to Judgment, and theſe that! wouldnt that by 
\hould? 


(.13 ) 


(14) 
ſhould reign over them, ſhall be ſlain before bim ; who 
could nor brook his Scepter, ſhall feel his Sword, 
and undergo his Vengeance. 

But here in the next place we are to demand, 
what Kingdom it is that Chriſt afſumeth ? that the 
Prophets foretold, and the People congratulate ? 
for we ſhall find, that the Multitude here ſpeak one 
thing, and the Spirit in them means another, The 
People hoped that Chriſt would preſently ſhew 
himſelf ſuch a King, as I lately faid the Phariſees 
fancy'd, one that ſhould viſibly aſcend the Throne 
of David, reſtore the temporal Kingdom only with 
greater Glory than in the Patriarchs daies, as their 
words alſo plainly declare inthe parallel place of 
Saint Mark, where they cry, Bleſſed is the Kingdom of 
our father David / But Chriſts coming at this time 
was with far other Defignes, to claim a Spiritual 
Kingdom in the Soules and Hearts of men; - 1/la ut 
Dominetur in aula, that he might bare ſway in the(e 
Palaces. Says the Fſalmiſt, A Scepter of Righteouſn:}? 
rs the Scepter of thy Kingdom, thou haſt loved Righteouſ- 
neſſe and hated Iniquity, Such a Scepter as a Prophet 
might wield, The People congratulate him as an 
Anti-Cefar, a King that ſhould deliver from the 
{ubjefion ofthe Romans. Bur what ſays he of his 
Coming ? 


(35) 


Coming ?. For this'purpoſe. camel intocheWorld, 
" toideftroy the Works: of the Deyil;: to;bean Anti« 
' Lucifer; and to lead this his Captivity captive. 


And weare to [ook here upon the Peoples Joy 
fromtheir imagination of an Earthly Kingdom, - as 
on 'the Infirmity' and Feebleneſs of Natural Mens 
AtﬀeC@ions , who 'count-no- Bleſſings' worthy the 
congratulating, but Temporal; - Secular Profperi- 
tie, Worldly Greatneſs,” Outward iSplendor, the 
Complacency of the Senfes, and: thei ke, -are the 
things only which tranfpore and -ravith ; gay 
Spiritual 'Scepter, his Dominion 1n the Soul, 
Crown of Immortality-and' Glory, arelook d —_ 
as: ſo. many Melancholy Metaphors without reality, 
without reliſh ; that Felicity 1s only defireable , 
which'the World admires ; and that. held crulya 
Kingdom, »where Voluptuauiſneſs'reigns. _ 

Bur yet we are not fſoto' take this Doftrine of 
Chriſts Spiritual Kingdom as if he had no Tempo- 
ral Kingdoni ar'all : for that Propheeie cited by 
Saint Peter. Af. 2.30. God has ſworn with anoath to 
David, that of the fruit of his Loyns, . according to the 


fleſh, he would raiſe up Chriſt to fit on bis Throne. And 
again., that the Kingdom. of Chriſt ſhould be: of 


much greater extent than that of. his father David, 
E Even 


(26) 
Even'over all the- Nations of the Earth ; are tobe in- 
rerpreteeHiterally; if due regard be had tothe time 
of their fulfilling, Neither did Chrift , when his 
Diſciples ask'd him of his Temporal Kingdom, 
wholly diſclatm ir, but checkt: their curious In- 
quiry after it. -'732not for you, ſayes he, to know 
the Times and Seaſons, which the Father has kept in his 
own Power. Therefore, diſtingue tempora, diſtin- 
puiſh-but the Times , and the ſame thing. which at 
one time is falſe,at another may be true. + Chriſt at 
this Time, when he enter'd into Zeryſalerr, - had no 
Temporal Kingdom :' but after he aſcended into 
Heaven, he had one Viſible and Glorious, even unto 
the eyes of men. And though he profeſſes in the 
Dayes of his Humiliation, that he came not to be 
miniſter'd 'unto,. but to miniſter ; yet after his Ex- 


altation , he claims the' Miniftration ' of all men, 


even of the greateſt Princes: and that is fulfilled 
which the Prophet fayes, AII Nations ſhall do him 
ſervice. Sayes our Lord after his Reſurre&ion, 
All power 34 given to me bothin Heaven and Earth. 
He had this power originally before, but then he 
firſt executed it in the Capacity of God and Man, 
in the Capacity of the Sonof David, and the pro. 


phecy'd King of Jrael.. 
And 


UMI 


(17) 
And if we ſhall regard the Events in the World 
fince the preaching of the Goſpel, we ſhall find, 
that no' one of'the four, which are uſually. call'd the 
four Univerſal Monarchies, was ever ſovaſtly, fo 
univerſally extended , as.the Monarchy of Chriſts 
Kingdom ; but as Moſes Rod devour'd the Rods 
of the Magicians, ſo I may.ſay, has Chrifts Scep- 
ter ſwallow'd up all the Scepters of the Kings of the 
Earch:; and as heretofore the Nations flow'd ſo ge- 
nerally into the Roman Empire, that It was. not uh- 


deſervedly ſaid, Orbem jam totum wiftor Romanus 


habebat, the Viorious Romans have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole World, there being no 
Nation that was not ſubdued by them, which they 
thought worthy to march againſt with an Army,and 
if any were exempt,, 'twas becaule they: were alſo 
deſpis'd : ſo much.more may. it be ſaid of Chriſts 
Empire , That it compriſes the whole World , ſee- 
ing that very Globe or Orb of the Romans it (elf, 


| iscontain'd within the Globe or Orh,of Chriſts ; 


neither is there that Climate to be found , in which 
there are not thoſe that do bow the knee 1n adorati- 
oncto.the King Chrult, - and exe the: Crols in token 


of his Dominion, It is enough.when we can ſay, 


that there is no Sun, where there isno:Church ; and 
G2} it 
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if there'be 4 People t that know not Chriſt, tis be- 
cauſe'thEmſtHves are inkrown. IL. 

They therefore; who hive ſo much doted: on the 
Fit Monarchy;and'out of Seriprure mifi nterpreted 
will bring down - Chriſt again from "Heaven, to 
Reigh x thoufahd years on a Temporal Throne up- 
on” Fatth; they! ſeek'for'thit'in Furure Apes, which 
ts alredy eminently perform d in their fight, and 
fulff'd | tit 'Scory : and: ir may be''faid ro them of 
the' Temporal Kingdom' 6f! Chriſt 5whar he faid 
once of his Spiritual , That it comes ab with Obſer- 
vation, | No, not with the Obſervation of any ching 
that's Future: but rather” is diſcefn'd to be now 
Curcant aid Inſtant upon 'us!, both by the Obſer- 
vation of what is paſt, and what we daily/ſee, And 
- +29ra_pany "T_—_ wed lee Windimars fome 


LE EE 


degrade the eee; it = nd [kim not an 
Earthly Prince-, yet no Grandure I 
Princecan-reach to the Majeſty off the Meſſiah ; 

is ſpoken of in Seripture; or fulfil thoſe very Pre. 
di&ions they ſtand ſomuch upon. after ſo Glori- 
ons 2 Manner #3 Chriſt has (fulfilled them, - Who. 
- undoubtedly'did a more Wondenful and illuſtrious 
thing; 


JMI 


” 
thing, in thathe Reign'd ore the World after his: 
Deceaſe, than if he had done it in the Dayes: of 
his Fleftr ; I fay, he did a more Wonderful and 
Haſtrious thing , in firſt Dying, and after that, 
Rifing again , and ſubduing, and ruling the Nati- 
ons of the Earth, and being adored ever after as: 
God , than if for a few years only he had Domi- 
beet'd tike a Ceſar, or a Xerxes, and ther: Inglori- 

ouſly have confeſs d his. Mortality, 'expired, and 
given place to another. And this 1s the High Pre- 
rogative of Chriſt, which. Saint Peter, A&. 5. 30. 
ſb powerfully urges to convert his Unbelieving: 
Ciucifiers The God of our fathers,” ſayes'he, raiſed 
up Feſus, whom ye ſlew, and hanged on atree, Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand: to be a: Prince and 
# Saviour, Ahd Chriſt being ſuch a Prince or King: 
2s we have-deſcribed ,' Let us ſee in the next place 
the State and Majeſty with which he came to claim 
his Kihgdom::” "Whichi is in the third Particular F 
obſery'd, c | 
The Manner, Pomp 3" or yy < of his: 
Coming. 
aun we read "the Triump 7 of the Aricient Ras 
mans , nothing: can be iniagin'd more Magnificent, 
more 'Srupendioiis. They: being the Works of a 
rack't 
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rack's Invention, and an immente Charge, the. La». 
bour of many moneths, and the Bufinels of ſeveral 
dayes, the Sun ſometimes making his Courſe thrice 
about the World, before the ſeveral. parts of the 
well digeſted Pomp could be paſs'd thraugh the Ci. 
ty. The People were to behold Models of the 
| Towns and Fortrefles they had. conquerd, the Ha- 
bits, Weapons, and other Warlike, Harneſs and 
Engines of the Enemy ; the valt. heaps of their 
Treaſure',' rich Veſlels, Pieces of curious, Art. , 
wild Beaſts (if any ſuch were found among them) 
their Princes, with their Wives and Children led in 
chains ; in a word ;. whatever could heighten the 
Popular Joy by Wonder, Pity, or Contempt, "Was 
preſented a SpeQtacle to them, Aftcrtheſe follow- 
ed their own Victorious Army; Crown'd with Lau- 
rell; jovial, ſinging; and licentious ;- the Conſecra- 
red Herd for Sacrifice, with all the Trappings of a 
Pompous and Superſtitions Reltgton. .. In che laſt 
place, the Happy Conquerour himſelf, mounted 
high on an Ivory Chariot imboſsd with gold, and 
drawn with Horſes of a Matchleſs. beauty , ſought 
out in-remote Provinces, and as Authors ſpeak; led 
# their bridles by White.and Silken Querries ; 
©. =====Viue0s 8d frena Quirntes, 

Noy - 
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| Now if to this Majeſtick Pomp we ſhall oppoſe 
that of. our Saviours entering into Jeruſalem, as 
tis deſcribd in the Mornings Goſpel, it will ſhew 
like a Mock-Triumph, or Triumph in Burleſque. 
Which was athing reſolv'd on, and perform'd the 
-ſame hour, countenanc'd and condudted only by a 
Company of poor Fiſhermen his Diſciples, and a 
cumultuary Rabble of the Meaner Sort ; for rich 
_ Tapeſtry and Pieces of Needle-work to adorn the 
Paſſage of che Triumph”, the Coats of theſe poor 
people,and ſome Extempory Branches ſnatcht from 
Palm-trees there at hand, ſervd to ftrew the Way ; 
_ Inſtead of a Gorgeous Charret, the humble Con- 
- querour came riding on a Aﬀe, dederfgawy tzon- 

Cuytwor , 2s St, Chryſoſlom terms it , the moſt abje& 
and deſpicable of all the Beaſts of Burden. 
' Bur yet notwithſtanding the Poverty and Mean- 
neſs of thoſe Circumſtances, if we ſhall look i into 

this Triumph of our Lord, as well as look A 5 

confider it with the ſharper Eyes of theSpirit', 

well as glance on it with the miſtie Eyes of the bo. 
dy, we ſhall find , that with greatreaſon, -it was 
uſher'd in werſe 5. with an Admonition of Special 
Obſervation and Regard to be had to-ir ; 7elb the 
daughter of Sion , Bebold thy King cometh unto thee 
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meek, an fitting upon an afſe , axd a'colt the fol of an 
aſſe.; * and that it excelld in Glory the Triumphs'of 
all:the Princes of, the World. For 'though' there 
was ſceninit no Humane Inyent:ion or Coſt', yet it 
was Order'd and Contriv'd :by the W Glen of the 
Eternal God ; though.'twas reſolv'd; on-and: per- 
formd.in an Hofir, twas prophecy 'd of many Hun- 
dred Years before ; though -no heaps of Gold or 
Antick-plate were carried i in it for oftentation, - yet 
the Vertues and Miracles of the Conquerour , his 
holy Life and Doftrine were born, 'ina-manner, 
before him, to the greater Admiration of the Be- | 
holders; though no Models. of .demoliſhr Cities, 
or Kings led in fetters, afforded a SpeQiacle of ad- 
miration and compaſſion, yet the Kingdomes of 
Hell and the Grave were there ſhew'd,difpoil'd and 
ranſackt, and Lucifer the Prince of Darkneſs him- 
{elf led in Everlaſting Chains, And chen the Joy 
of this Triumph, was notthe Mourning of many 
| Nations and People befide, but a Cauſe of Univer. 
ſal Jubilee rothe whole World ;- or yet to laſt only 
for a few days, but to continue even when the Sun 
and the Moon ſhall no longer be. 

The Triumphs of Princes and Great Captains, 


are to boaſt their Glory and Magniticence , bur 
Chriſts 
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Chriſts Entrance into Feruſalem, was:not to ſhew a 
Triumph of the Vain things of this World, but a 
Triumph over them ; not to Magnifie the Opinion 
of Riches, but to bring them into Contempr. 

And this, and the like Paſlages of his Life, are 
not fo much to be look'd upon in the Story and 

Fact, as in the Defign and Purpoſe ; as Saint Chry- 

foſtom ſayes of them, they are puereo noone, 

a Rule of Chriſtian Philoſophy. Ar his Birth, 
when he was Worſhip't by ſome Kings, and fear'd 
by others, he was content to be found in a Man. 
ger; and. in the dayes that he fed thouſands with 
his Miracles, he choſe often times himſelf co ſuffer 
Hunger. And this to teach the Great Ones of the 
World , to praQtife Self-denyal, in their higheſt 
Affluence and Abundance ; to teach the Honoura- 
ble to be Humble ; and the Mighty to be Meck ; ro 

uſe their Power, not for Prideand Oftentation, but 

for. the Benefit of their Inferiors'; to teach them 
ro deſpiſe their Greatnelg, when others admired 
it; When the People envy or murmurat their Fe- 
licity , flatter or adore: it, cry, as'Saint Auguſtine 
makes them ſpeak, Sol iſtz ſunt, foliifli vivunt ; 
theſe arc the Men that Live, theſe are the only Hap-" 
py , then to refle- on their Infirmities, and the 

| D Unſtableneſs 
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Unſtablencſs of their .Condition: ,> fear ,, and; caſt 


down their Souls. Outward Poinp! ied Magnifi- 
cence was annext to Kings, to.preſerve Reverence 
and Awe in the Vulgar', bur notto puff up their 
own Spirics : That Great Perſon that is Proud and 
Arrogant from the Contemplation. 'of his Power 
and many Attendants ,. ſhews a Pkbian Spirit , in 
a Royal Forrune; thatistoo-High;to be Courteous, 
too much- Exalted, to da. Good, dazles nomans 


Eyes wich his Eminence, but ſhews himſelf blind-. 


ed by his Advancement.. Chriſt therefore cafily 


condaſcended to rake our Nature , becauſe he was. 
the Son of God; to. ſuffer the Indignities 'of - a 


Mean Con:lition , andto be Rejected of the Fews, 


becauſe he was.conſcioas to himſelf that he was a-. 


bove Coritempt : anddigefted here the Humble Cir- 


cumfſtances of. his. Triumph, becauſe he came in the 
Name of the Lord.” - Which brings me to my fourth: 
Particular. From Whom Chriſt Cometh, or his. 


Commiſſion.  - n  "UR $:1qi9 
He cometh -1n Fe. of: the Lord. 


To come in the Name of the Lord } is by.the Ap-. 
paintment, or with-the Authority of the-Lord- [He 
was Uncius Dei, the immediately Anointed by God 
himſelf co the RO he.came:to-.claim;; Theſe - 


anc, 


mt 
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Words, Bleſſed is be that cometh in the Name of the 


Lord, werefirſt ſpoken by Davidof himſelf, and 


his own Eleftion and Anointing by God unto the 
Kingdom of Trael, Pſal. 118. 26, and ſo expound- 
ed by him before at verſe 22. The ſtone, ſayes he, 
which the Builders refusd, 5s become the head lone -of 
the corner , It #s the Lords Doing, andit is marvellous 
in our yes And afcer the like manner Chriſts 


coming in the Lords Name, is by his Ordering or 


Doing ; his Kingdom, was Gods Affignation ; and 
che Peoples ſaluting him the Meffiah, was but the 


divulging of the Divine Counſel ; nay, as Davids 


particular anointing by God to the Kingdom \,, was 
but a Type of Chriſts, the Acclamations of the Peo- 


ple here, are bur the very Echo of the Prophets 


words there. 
To come therefore in the Name of the Lord,is not 

to come in the bare Pretence and Verbal Uſurparion 
of his Name, as falſe Prophets of old did, and ma- 
ny thouſands of falſe Teachers now adayes do. 
Who apiſhly imitating the Phraſes of Gods True 
Meſſengers , or but their Boldneſs and Ruſticty, 
their Aſtoniſht Countenance, and the Dire Accent * 
of their Voice groaning out theſe or the like words, 
The Burden, or Msſage of the Lord, deceive Sim- 
D 2 ple 
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ple People, and think they (have great injury that 


* Learning, and Authority ſubmit not to their 
Counterfeit Miflion. And 'cis liccle lefle than a 


Prodigy to confider, how ( in this not Ignorant 


Age) Multitudes are carry d away- with theſe 
orofle Follies. But that temper of men which 
our Lord complain'd of Fohn, 5. 43. ts ſeen every 
where in this Nation, Þ come in my F athers Name, 
ſays he, and ye receive me not, if another come in his 
Own Name, him ye will receive, Chriſt ſhew'd the 
Broad-Seal of Heaven for what he pretended, the 
Divine Power bearing him wiznefſe by Miracles : 
| But theſe Impoſters bring nothing but Impudence 


and Ignorance to countenance their; Proceedings ; 


neither are-they ſeen -to advance any thing but 
Schifme and Sedition, Prophanation and Blaſphe- 
my. - - And as Saint Fohg in his time forbad the 
Faichful to ſhew the a&s of common Humanity 
to any one that brought another DoSrine, than 
char which was taught by Chriſt, ſays. he, Re- 
cerve not ſuch an one into your houſes, nor bid hint 
God-ſpeed : .So by his Example I may worthily 
adviſe, that no man in theſe dates. receive thoſe, 
that by their Falſe Interpretations, and pretend- 
ed New-Lights, Pervert and Corrupt 'the Do- 

f Alrine 
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 rine deliverd- by Chriſt, no' not: fo muchas to 
admit -ſuch- perſons into:their Houſes; or: bid 
them God-ſpeed, leaſt they ſeem tobe their Diſ-' 
ciples, and to partake of their Evill Deeds.. Such 
as.. theſe. deſerve. only the  Enterramment: of the 
Whipping-Poſlt ;. and . the welcome, of a:Hot:Lron 
to bore their Tounges , . the Bough 'that Abſolom 
mer with in his . Rebellion, not the: Boughs of 
Palmes which! were ſtrew'd in our Sayioars Way ; 
the Execrations and MalediQtions of - the: People, 
and not their. Acclamations and Hoſanna's. which 
brings. me to my, laſt Part, the Peoples Recepti- 

on: of Chriſt.It was wich Joyfull Acclamations Hi- 
{anna to. the Son:of David, -&c. 

. The Peoples Reception .of Chriſt, 

Hoſanna ] $25 much as Salva quefp,, O Lord 
ſave , or give Salvation, adde Succeſleigr Proſpe- 
rity to the Honour of thy King :' for this is not a 
Prayer of the People ro Chriſt, but their Prayer for 
him. As we cry, Viet Rex, Long live the King - 
Praying, for the Preſervation of our, Prince,» Who is 
the Frefervarion of us all And ſo the ried 
viour, _ lend Go Sovienrell $a Warld,and _ 
mproperly. For though Chriſt in 1 bus Divine Na- 


ture 
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ture nas above.all Dangers and Neceſlities, yetin 
his: Humane he was Obnoxious tothem;and though 
he had the Power of 'a God, yet twasin the Weak- 
.nefle ofa Man ; and even Humane Comforts, and 
Good withes,in the daies of his Fleſh ,were well be- 
ftow'd on him,-and 'well accepted by him. And 
now in the Days that he is aſcended to the Right 
hand of God, and needs no more the Miniſtra- 
tion- of Men ; though we preſent him nor with 
the fame Contributions and Expreflions' of our 
Aﬀedtion, yet we do nor defiſt from'offering All 
Oblations ro him, though our Oblations be 
 changd ; our Faith, -our Charity, our Prayſes, 
.our Zeal for his Glory, 4g. are ſtill due, and ſtill 
pleafing ; for though helacks nothing, yet for e- 
ver he loves Vertue,and delights in Righteouſnelle, 

And this is the Foundation of all Religious 

Worſhip, and the Encouragement of Devorion : 
this makes the Church obſerve Holy Feaſts, the 
* Commemorations of Chriſts Benefits to her ; ſo 
ſollicitouſly to warn her Children long before of 
their Approach,that they may not be oretaken with 
Covetouſneſs,Malice, Ambition, Senſuality,Worldly 
Cares,Q9c. when their Lord comes.as the Zews were; 


and f© his Preſence prove Uncafic and Inporty- 


nate 
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nate, and'they be tempted to cry-withthem, Nu eft 
hic 2 Whojs this? "Tis Sin only,that makes menigno- 
rant of Chriſt ; and Guile-thas mikes his coming 
Unwelcome. . But certainly hethat has deſery'd fo 
well of us, ought not to be held-a.Burden;. nor he 
that-has beſtow'd on. us {o.many Benefits, . to be for- 
gotten. Or if this- move-ys:not., yet; he-thar is ſo- 
Mighty,cannot ſafely be Deſpiſed ; and fo Dreadful 
in vs Judgments.,; be caſt -out-of our Thoughts, 
Se. &wguſtine has this plain; Qbleryarion;! not remote 
to our preſent Concern-,. We ſhould. be troubled , 
fayes he., if but-a Friend or other Perſon that we re-. 
BEFence came. to our, Houſes. "when they were in diſ- 
order ; and we have nothing / Worthy to Emtertain' bim - 
And his Application-af it. is this , Qricquid non- 
vis inveniri in domg tua." quantum potes labora ut non 
inveniati Deus inaning-tus,' What' ye would nor 
thar Men' ſhould ſurpriſe. in- your Houſes-, | be 
much- more careful that God when he comes ſur- 
priſe not/in_your Souls,!; Let: him.not finda Sor- 
dedneſs there,.1nio ner_yet-an Emptineſs > -let-not 
his Reception be more. Beggarly' thanthat which: 
he. ound in, the: Int, qo: mare; Unhandſorme:and- 
Uncleanly than that in- the-Ardble. -- ,;A;;Sout im- 
ners'd in Luſt and Senſuality\, is foulerithan the 

# Stalls : 
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Stall8Sof Brute Beaſts 9 /and a Heart 'void 'of Ver- 
tae and the Graces''of ithe Spirit ; *i$' yer poorer 
than>his Cradle: of i a* Manger; The Religious 
, Manks of old were'worit;” when they heard theſe 

words read,” And: Chriſt was born in -Bethlehem 
Fuda, to fall-flat on'their Faces on the ground, 
in adoration and aſtoniſhment at the great Myſte- 
ry of the Incarnation , and Gods Wonderful Con- 
deſcenfion ' therein to' Mankind. ** Bur in: theſe 
daycs. we: hear this Golpet-read | like an; Uncon- 
cerning Story ,, without" :aftoniſhment , / without 
adoration; without" thanks; withoutithe leaft Refle- 
ion: andthe Feaſt of the Nativity comes.,and goes, 
like the Day of a Lord Maiors entering on his Of- 
fice ; it ſerves to compute our Years, and to digeft 
the Events of 'our Annals; but 'few confider the: Be: 
nefits.of the Holy Seaſon, or the Duties: belonging 
e it; few put 'away' their 'Sins, and adorn their 
Minds with the Graces of the Goſpel; few are Re- 
generate, or New-born at the Birth'of Chriſt, : Men 
prepare for atime-of Exceſs, arid Debauchi,. fore- 
caſt to have Richer” Apparel, and Choicer Pro-- 
viſions; Money'to play,(e7 and { ome will 'borrow; 


or rob; bur _— will-Bave'to' pps cheſerhings. 
' And 
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And thus while the Fleſh keeps Holy-diy, the Soul 
Pill dtrdges in che Workof fff ;\ whildour Houl 
are rrimmed,and-our Pofts Botnd with Laurel in to- 
ken of Trrumph and Deliverance, we continue Out 
Selves in the Slavery of Vice, and the Thraldom of 
che Devil.” And the Sun of Righteouſheſs riſes and 
fers upon ws,as the Sun inthe Firmanient'on Rocks 
and Buildings, to parch and hardenus, not as on 
HBearbs and Trees,to make us produQtive of Fruit, 
'Tis the ſaddeſt Prognoſtick of a Nation to be mis 

ſerable,when neither the Benefits, nor Judgments 
of God work upon the hearts of che People ; but 
whether it bea Vitory,or a 6s; a Plague,or a De- 
Iiverarice;a Seaſon of Temporal Bleflings,or a Seaſon 

of Spiritual; they receive all theſe Various Changes 
of Gods Favour and Diſpleaſure with one Fix 
_ arid Unmov'd Aﬀedtion totheir Sins. And chongh 
like the Deriders of Gods TJadgments, which Saint 
Peter ſpeaks of in his ſecond Epift. and third Chapt. 
they blaſphemoufly cry not aloud, Where 3s the Pro- 
niiſe of the Lords Coming?dyr. yet filently and ſecretly, 
in their very-holding faſt of their Intquities,they try 
what will be che Ifſue of his Threats and Denuncia- 
rions aFarfſt fin,and they Experiment as Tray ſay, 


their 'DeftuRtion, though ny Invokeir —_ 
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\ That this Jaw be the Advent tq.us-not only 
of Spiricual Bleflings, bur alſo of Temporal; the 
drawing,neer, of Peace or ViRtary.,as well as. of Re. 
demprion..; of the ſaving of our Nation, as well ag 
of .the Salvation :of our Soules ; let us make a fit 
Reception in. our Hearts, for the Lard of Righte- 
ouſnefſe wha.now approaches.: And God who..at 
4 Seaſon beſtowed on-ys his Son , How fhall be 
mwt,. 28 the Apoſile {ays, with —_ ah feed give 66 
all. thing "E O7% 

We —_ heard Chriſt's Kingdom | is Spiritual; 
and his Throne Planted in the Hearts of Men ; and 
I may. fay, his Nariviry.is naw. alſo Spiricual,, ; and, 


bis . Cradle. ought. likewiſe. robe planted in the 


Hearts of men ; that he'is then only. truly. Born in- 
to..the, world,, .when. we become Regenerate;. and. 
ſoen Again. in the Fleſh,,. when we ſhey forth the 


Works: of Righteouſnefſe.; How little he regards. 


the meer Outward Magnificenceof. his Feaſts, we 


may: Colle from the Poinp, whichhe affeRed, when. 


he. was really . born-in. Bethlebem Fudah, .and. when. 


he made his.. preſent Triumphant Entrance into: 
Feruſalem; a Stable ſerv'd him for the's one, and a. 


Delpicable. Aſſe for. the other. that had an 
_ to. nel) hi ME bole 
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Hoſt of them to congratulate his Nativity, had he ; 


Iv pleaſ'd, he could'have fix't his' Cradle in Herads 
Bed-Chamber, and have forc'c the Prond Tyrant 


to have fled into- Egypt in his ſtead, | Again, he 


could have-Excell'd Paulus /Emplins, and all the Ce- 
fars inthe Splendor -of his Triumph: But his 
Birth, was the Birth of 'Meeknefle, of Innocence, 
and-of Mercy ; and when he enter'din Triumph, 
Hnmilicy rode in State. 


The Offices of the Church for this day: beſt in- 


ſrru& us, how to welcome -our Lords Coming. 
What in the Collett we pray, let us ſet our'ſelves.to 
prattice. To caſt away the Workes of Darkgeſſe now.in 
this Mortal Life, in which Chriſt came to viſit us in great 
Humility. What the People here do in-my Text, let 


us tranſcribe andimirate ; uſe their Acclamations, 


and alſo their Ingeminations, Hoſanna:to the Son of 


David, and again, Hoſanna, Reiterating and xepea- 


ting theſe Aze's and Good Wiſhes to Chriſt in-our 
Soules.a ſecond, third, and fourth time,  Tautology 
is the Language of Joy, a Hearty Aﬀe&@ionis-nec 


 fatisfi'd with uttering Kind. Words of. Welcome; 


unlefle it may utrer the ſame: often, And as Prin. 
ces accept of Acclamations fremtheir Subjefts, as 
well as Panegyrihs ; continu'd and redoubl'd Shouts 
'E2 of 
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of Joy, as well as: Ser-Orations; nay,eſteer theſe 
Simple Expreſſions of a Loyal Heart, : before more 
Studied and Artificial Complements : So God pre- 
fers many. times the Eruptions and Ejaculations of 
a Faithfull Soul, before a fonger Prayer ;-thelifring- 
up only of the Spirit, before a Formal Plalme. Ho- 
linefle and Righteouſneſle make the Efclat or Splen- 
dor in Chriſt's Feaſts ; when Mens Hearts are full 
of Grace, then his Houſes are hang'd, and his Ta- 
bles preſt with rich Provifions : 'rwas not the Cy- 
rious and Buſy Houſ-wifry of Martha, but the Pen- 
five and :Abſtrated Faich.of Mary that made. the 
Entertainment at Bethany ; and. if we will Treat 
our Lord acceptably it muſt not be from the Sham- 
bles, or the Mercers 3; with the-Cooks or the Tay- 
lors ſkill ; bur with the Sacrifices: of Obedience, and 
the Adornings of the Holy Spirit. Our Feaſts upon 
# Earth muſt reſemble theſe they typikie in Heaven, 
where  Righteouſneſte is the Robe, and the Con- 
templating and Glorifying at God, the Cheer and 
"the Rejoycing. 
Glory be: to God on high, the Father, Son, and Hel 
Ghoſt, from all Angels, and-all Men, and all "5h | 
wm. and to all Eternity, Amen. 
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